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in Moscow I saw wall diagrams to illustrate the Ptolemaic,
Copernican, and Newtonian ideas on cosmogony, Tnese
were being used to illustrate a course cf lectures in the
factory.
Post-graduate Work
Universities and technical institutes are primarily intended
for undergraduate education. They do not have to bear
the responsibility for research work, because there are
large numbers of research institutes set up for this purpose.
It is however recognised in Russia that education at the
tertiary level is inseparable from research, and in fact a
great deal of research is carried on in Soviet places of
higher education. The bigger universities are organised
in such a way that the staff has adequate time for research,1
The university does not provide many research grants from
its own finances, but Ministries will finance research
of interest to themselves in university departments.
Consequently, the universities are short of money for
research unless the research is of interest to some Ministry.
Nevertheless some of the most distinguished scholars
and scientists in Russia prefer a university chair to the
directorship of a research institute, because in a university
they can pursue their work without being obliged to
adhere to a plan, and with a minimum of the irritating
clerical work which hampers the worker in a research
institute.
A research worker has to go through a course of post-
graduate2 training. This consists of two years as an
* aspirant', followed by an examination and the presentation
of a thesis. If the 4 aspirant * passes, he (or she) is called
1 For instance no member of the staff of the department of Geo-
botany in Moscow has more than four lectures a week*
3 Le^ training following the five-year university or technical institute
course. It has to be remembered that since no degree is given at the
*t end of these courses, the student is technically not a post-graduate
worker.

